Measurement of urokinase-type plasminogen activator activity in sera of nasopharyngeal carcinoma patients by an immunocapture assay.
The urokinase-type plasminogen activator (uPA) activity in sera of patients suffering from nasopharyngeal carcinoma was examined by a uPA-specific immunocapture assay. The results revealed that the activity levels in the patient sera were significantly higher than that of normal healthy controls. The uPA activity also increased with the staging of the disease and the anti-EBV VCA IgA titre which is a diagnostic test for the disease, although the results were not statistically different. These findings showed that the levels of the enzyme were related to the spread of the disease. In addition, it was demonstrated that the sensitivity of the assay could be increased by using SDS. If the sera were treated with 0.2% sodium dodecyl sulphate (SDS) prior to the assay, higher levels of measureable PA activity were detected.